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Sir: 

This amendment is responsive to the Final Office Action dated August 17, 1999 for which a 
three-month period for response was given making this response due on or before November 17, 1999. 
In view of the amendments to the claims and the remarks put forth below, reconsideration and allowance 
are respectfully requested. 

AMENDMENTS 

In the Claims: 

Please cancel claim 2 and amend claims 1, and 18-20 as shown below. The remaining claims 
have been reiterated for Examiner's convenience. 



1 . (Amended) A method of desalting and concentrating a nucleic acid within a sample, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

subjecting a sample comprised of a nucleic acid to anion exchange purification to obtain a 
purified sample; 
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